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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 
The above is the second of five candle-lighting liturgies we will be using throughout the season 

of Advent.  Please use these to focus on the different themes of Advent – Hope, Peace, Joy, 

Love, and the coming of Christ.   

On this second Sunday our focus is Peace. Peace is something we’ve heard much about in 

Northern Ireland over the years.  The Peace process; peace dividend; EU peace money and so 

on. But what is true peace?  

Peace of mind? Peace in our hearts? The absence of conflict? All are possible answers.  

As we think of the peace Christ brings, we might think of two aspects.  

Firstly, in the here and now Christ offers us the “peace which passes all understanding”. Peace 

of heart and mind that no matter what comes, what we might be facing, he is with us and for 

us.  

Secondly, the future aspect. Christ’s second coming will bring his kingdom to fulfilment. The 

prophet Isaiah looks forward to what we know as “The Peaceable Kingdom” in Isaiah 11. A 

kingdom of everlasting peace where neither harm nor destruction will come because the earth 

will be filled with the knowledge of God. 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy: 

Last Sunday we lit the first candle—the candle of HOPE. Today we light the second candle, the 

candle of PEACE.  

We light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, it is almost 

completely absent. Yet in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us. God is 

always preparing something new. And even where there is war and discord, whether between 

countries, within families, or within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new 

possibilities. 

Response: Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning, 

We thank you for the hope and peace you unfailingly offer us. 

Show us the creative power of hope. 

Teach us the peace that comes from justice. 

Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, 

That we may walk in the light of Christ. 



A CALL TO PRAYER 

Thank you for your continued commitment to pray with us each day for our organisations and those 

who would be involved with them, either as leaders or participants.   

 

Prayer focus: 

• For all affected by major retailers going into administration; 

• For those seeking employment; 

• For those for whom Christmas will be difficult as it will be their first 

without a loved one; 

• Give thanks for several vaccines for Coronavirus and that one has 

already been approved for use; 

• For good governance and wisdom for politicians. 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

Kidz4Christ 

The GANG 

Girls’ Brigade Friendship Lunch 

MWI 

Tea Dance  

5-a-side Football 

Faith Food  

Afternoon Bowls  

Church Choir 

Crochet Club 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

NHS & Key Workers Community Choir Contact Centre 

              BMZ   (BALLYMENA METHODIST ON ZOOM) 

BMZ Kids for Primary school age at 10.30am  

BMZ Teens at 6.30pm.  

These sessions will continue through October while we cannot meet face to face.  

If there are any young people who wish to join either group, please text Judith Weir with your 

email address on 07962 120274.  

 

JESUS CALMS THE STORM — making our boats 

              BMZ   (BALLYMENA METHODIST ON ZOOM) 

BMZ Kids for Primary school age, Sunday mornings at 10.30am  

BMZ Teens  every other Sunday evening at 6.30pm.  

Anyone who would like any further information, please contact 

Judith on 07962 120 274. or Rosemary on 07929 971 734 for more 

details.  

 



OPEN DOORS IRELAND APPEAL 

Chris from Open Doors is fundraising for their Blackout 2020 Appeal.  He is asking for 

us to ‘lose’ something for a month to help our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

More details are available at https://opendoorsyouth.org/

blackout2020/ and a link to Chris’s Fundraising page  

can be found here: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ 

chris-phillipsire?newPage=True 

EASYFUNDRAISING: AN EASY WAY TO SUPPORT US! 

We are currently being bombarded with offers and deals in time for 

Christmas. Why not take the opportunity to register with Easyfundraising 

and raise money for the Living Rooms while you shop? It could be 1 or 2 

big ticket items from Currys, Amazon or Argos or maybe a few smaller 

purchases from Ebay, Boots or Marks & Spencer. There are thousands 

of retailers who will donate for free when you shop with them via 

Easyfundraising so why not join up today? Tell your friends and family 

about it too and help to fundraise from the comfort of your 

home. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thelivingrooms/?

invite=20UXW9&amp;referral-campaign=c2s&amp;utm_source=refmailshare 

WOMEN’S AID AT CHRISTMAS 

Once again we are supporting the work of Woman’s Aid in bringing some much 

needed gifts to the ladies at Christmas. Gifts of pyjamas in a variety of sizes and / or 

toiletries would be much appreciated. If possible , please leave unwrapped gifts in the 

collection box at the back of the church.  

Thank you once again for your generosity.  



GIFTS FOR THE GUYS 

It is hard to believe that its been a year since we last did a collection for the 

Lighthouse Hostel in Ballymena.   

The hostel is a homeless facility for men aged 18-65, providing them with temporary 

accommodation and a supportive environment. They have been very appreciative of 

the donations we have made in previous years and this year again we are looking for 

the following donations – clothes (new or used in good condition), towels and 

toiletries.  

All donations need to be received before Sunday 20 December.  The Church Hall will 

be open on Friday 11 December from 10.00am—10.30am.  Alternatively when the 

Church reopens, items can be left in the Meet and Greet area at the back of the 

church (by the lighthouse poster)  

Thanks in advance. 

  

IRISH METHODIST WORLD DEVELOPMENT & RELIEF 

Give an extra special Christmas gift this year! 

Our Gifts for Life online shop is now OPEN! Gifts 

range from £10/€12 - £100/€120 & include goats 

for farmers in Ghana, clean water for a family in 

Colombia & so much more!  

Shop at http://methodistworlddevelopment.org/

gifts 

 

TOY SERVICE 

Toy Sunday this year which was planned for the first Sunday in December has now 

been cancelled.  However, you can support this appeal but giving an amount of 

money with which the staff there will buy appropriate gifts to give to those in 

need. 

If you wish to give to this appeal, please 

donate no later than Sunday 13th December.  

Please contact Victor Wilson or one of the 

stewards in order to make a donation to this 

appeal.   

All gifts will be very gratefully received. 



CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREES 

A huge Thank you to all those who helped with the installation of the Christmas 

trees inside the church. You know who you are, and it was a wonderful team effort, 

especially whilst complying with current restrictions. 

We are not sure what the situation will be after this current two week break. Our 

intention is to make the most use of having the church decorated, once lockdown is 

lifted, in whatever way we can.  More details will follow.  

Part of the purpose of this event is to help people to feel positively connected with 

each other, to create a space where the meaning and true spirit of Christmas can be 

experienced.  Our message of Love and Goodwill and Hope is particularly essential 

at this time of year, even more so because of the effects of Covid and the 

restrictions placed on us and our community over the past year. 

In the Sanctuary we have 10 trees to be decorated by local community groups.  

Groups which are inclusive in their ethos and represent what is positive and 

enriching about our community. 

We have the outside tree now up and we owe a huge gratitude to Richard Irvine 

(and his trailer), Nigel and Emily McIlroy, Derek Cunningham and Gerry Crawford. 

Thank You! 

If you feel you would like to help with decorating the church 

once restrictions allow, then please contact Elaine and we 

can discuss further. 

Please note funding for the Christmas Tree Festival has been 

secured through the Councill’s Good Relations Programme. 

Cheerfully in Christ, 

Elaine 

MWI BOXES FOR WORLD MISSION 

A big Thank You to all those who gave to this appeal for gifts to Mission. 

The amount donated was an amazing £1,135.  

Your support was much appreciated.   

MWI - NORTH EASTERN DISTRICT KNITTING PROJECT 

A big Thank You to those ladies who have knitted "Worry 

Monsters". 

 To date 36 "Worry Monsters" have been delivered from this 

church family to the Women's Aid office in Ballymena. Your 

support is much appreciated.  

The project is ongoing.  



CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Rev Dave Sweeney (Minister)     Ronnie Rowe (Circuit Steward)  
t. 028 2565 6693        m. 07752 461385  
m. 07368 866618       e. ronnie.rowe@btinternet.com  
e. dave.sweeney@irishmethodist.org    

 

David Adams (Society Steward)    Victor Wilson (Treasurer) 
m. 07855 096536       m. 07952 168008  
e. david.adams10@btinternet.com    e. victor.wilson@irishmethodist.org 

 

Esther Cahoon (Pastoral Care team)     
m. 07526 609227         
e. esther.cahoon@gmail.com       

 

Aaron Foster (Media & Communications team)  

m. 07815 193263  

SMALL GROUP STUDY 

On Wednesday evening 9
th

 December at 7.30pm. Continuing to look 

at Mark’s gospel – using the materials written by Tom Wright. This 

week, “The Heart of the Matter” - Mark 7:1-37. We continue on Zoom 

until the restrictions on meeting are lifted. This session of Bible Study 

will conclude on 9
th

 December and resume again after Christmas.  

COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Please note that, provided restrictions are lifted and we are permitted to meet in 
person, it is planned to offer a service of Holy Communion for the Advent season on 
Sunday 13

th
 December.  

Those who wish to participate should bring their own bread and wine/juice.  

When we know what, if any, further restrictions there are we will let you know by email/
social media.  

DAILY HOPE PHONE LINE 
 
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well 
as full worship services from the Church of England at 
the end of a telephone line. 

The line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 
and has been set up particularly with those unable to 
join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind.  
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