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POEM - I HAVE PLANS FOR YOU 

I had plans for you, 

and I still do. 

My Child, come to Me; 

My love is eternal and true. 

 

But tired of waiting 

I went looking for you; 

But, O, I had to go 

rejected and hurt 

because you said "NO!" 

 

Who would love you like I do? 

Who would care for you? 

 

I had plans for you 

and I still do. 

My Child, come to Me. 

My love is eternal and true.  

VERSE FOR TODAY 

“For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD,  

"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29 v 11 

A PRAYER FOR TODAY 

Thank You, Lord, for the good plans You have purposed for us and for all Your children.  

Enlarge our vision of You and enable us to trust Your word of truth through all the circumstances of 

our lives, knowing that Your thoughts towards us are only good continually.  

Thank You, Father, that all things work together for good, for those that love You and are fitting into 

Your plans and purposes. Continue to keep and protect Your people and we pray that many would 

come to trust in Jesus, their Messiah, and King.  

This we ask in Jesus' precious name and for his greater glory and joy. 

Amen. 



WELCOME TO REV DAVE SWEENEY, CAROL, ETHAN, DANIEL & 

AARON 

 

As I stated in last week’s bulletin, this is a significant time in the life of our church. 

This weekend it gives me great pleasure to welcome our new minister, Rev Dave Sweeney, to our 

church here in Ballymena.  We welcome Dave, his wife Carol, and their three sons Ethan, Daniel and 

Aaron.  We trust and pray that they will be very happy here in new surroundings, and that Dave, 

Carol and the boys will find joy and fulfilment in their ministry among us.    

As a congregation I would ask us all to pray for our new minister and his family, and for this new 

chapter in the life of our church.   

Together we travel on to witness to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ wherever He has placed us.  

To Him be the glory for ever. 

 

Ronnie Rowe 

 

 

 

 (L-R) Rev Dave, Carol, Ethan, Aaron and Daniel Sweeney 



A CALL TO PRAYER 

Thank you for your continued commitment to pray with us each day for our organisations and those 

who would be involved with them, either as leaders or participants.   

 

 

 

 

 

• We pray for Rev Dave Sweeney, his wife Carol and their sons Ethan, 

Daniel and Aaron who have moved into the manse this week.  As they 

open boxes and make their home their own, may they know the love and 

friendship we each find in our Church family, knowing that they are 

welcomed.   

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

Kidz4Christ 

The GANG 

Girls’ Brigade Friendship Lunch 

Tea Dance 

5-a-side Football 

Faith Food  

Afternoon Bowls  

Church Choir  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

NHS & Key Workers Community Choir Contact Centre 

WEEKLY MUSIC REFLECTION 

The lovely thing about a hymn is its ability to awaken a 

memory that has long been forgotten.    

For Ellen Burgess, one of our oldest members of our 

congregation, there are many hymns that she can recall.  Like 

many of us it is difficult to pick a favourite.    

Last week Ellen celebrated her 97th birthday last week.  Due 

to current restrictions on visits to the home where she 

resides, her family were unable to be there for her birthday 

but watched virtually as she celebrated with cake, 

candles and laughter.   

Even the song “Happy Birthday” can awaken lots of 

memories for all of us.  

Her daughter Elaine McDonald recalls how her mum Ellen sang many hymns and many that she still 

recalls word for word today.  One of her favourite hymns is “Tell me the old, old story”, written by 

Katherine Hankey in 1866 while she was recovering from a serious illness.  Katherine was inspired by 

the Methodist revival and taught in Sunday Schools before becoming a missionary.    

Ellen’s family recall her singing it while they were children.  The Ann Williamson Irish Songs of Faith 

version is very similar to the tempo Ellen adopted when singing it.    

“Tell me the old, old story, tell me the old, old story,  

tell me the old, old story, of Jesus and his love.”  

This hymn will be familiar to many of us, and likewise will awaken many memories.  While singing it 

we are reminded of Jesus’ love, without fear but comfort, as “Christ Jesus makes thee whole”.    



GIFT DAY 2020 

Our Gift Day 2020 Appeal has been a huge step of faith as we 

continue to focus on sharing the Good News of Jesus in mission 

and outreach to our community, of which we all are a part. We 

are humbled and thankful for your response, which 

demonstrates the wonderful generosity of our Church family as we to respond to God’s goodness 

to us even during this period of lockdown. 

The total at the end of June has reached £34,150 in one off donations and 

£22,020 in pledges - a total of £56,170.  If you haven’t been in a position 

to contribute during the month of June, our Church Treasurer, Mr Victor 

Wilson, will gladly accept your gifts anytime after this.   

Please pray for the Focus Group as we continue to seek out and discuss 

additional grant funding with external funders throughout the summer 

months. We trust that they will be encouraged to provide additional 

funding and match our giving when we reach our target of £105,000.  

If you have any queries and questions contact Mr Victor Wilson by 

telephone: 07952 168008 or email: victor.wilson@irishmethodist.org. 

Thank you 

WORLD MISSION PARTNERSHIP DISTRICT CHAMPION 

Our own Judith Weir has been appointed World Mission Partnership 

District Champion for the North Eastern District.  In a week where new 

champions have been crowned, I caught up with her to find out what was 

involved in this new ’Champion’ role. 

How did you come to be WMP District Champion? 

At the start of the year I was approached by Tim Dunwoody with the idea 

of a WMP District Champion. I was still in the ‘thinking about it’ stage 

when Tim came to take our Service on Souper Sunday. He persuaded me 

to meet and chat a bit more and the role was agreed.  

What is going to be involved in the role? 

It’s been a bit of a delayed start with initial plans in place for a project, ‘Greetings to Ghana’, now 

delayed. My role is to encourage churches on the district to get involved with world mission, this 

can be through contact with our Partners (home and overseas) or through support given to projects 

and through prayer.  

It’s 30 years since I went to Ghana on the first big team project from Ireland. I’m excited that on the 

North East District Ghana is our partner church for the next 2 years. More information is coming in 

September and you’ll be amazed at the stories and numbers.  

Have you any specific prayer requests that we as a congregation can pray for? 

Here on the North Eastern District there’s myself and Lynn Barr (World Development Champion) 

seeking to support Tim. We would appreciate your prayers as the roles develop. We are still unsure 

of what will be involved but will be happy to rise to the challenges and join in conversations at local 

level. 

We pray that God will truly bless Judith and Lynn in their new roles. 

mailto:victor.wilson@irishmethodist.org


REV DAVID COOPER 

As you will know, we did not get the opportunity to thank Rev David Cooper and Helen in our 

unique and tangible way, recognising our huge gratitude for all that they have done for us this past 

year.  However, they are aware of a proposed “party” in the future and initial plans have been 

discussed for October/November.  

Prior to this event, everyone will have the opportunity to contribute to a gift.  In the meantime, they 

received a garden gift delivered to them last Sunday morning as a small token of our 

appreciation.  Our message was clear that we will see them again!  

MCI DISCUSSIONS ON REOPENING CHURCHES 

Last week, we shared with you that a number of our Circuit Executive attended a virtual webinar 

meeting about preparing Methodist churches to open safely in the future.  We thank you for your 

support as we have adapted our Church services over these past 4 months.  

Our new minister, Rev Dave Sweeney, officially joined us from 1st July and will hold his first service 

on Sunday 12th July... albeit virtually!  The format and frequency of our reflections and bulletins may 

change over the summer months, nevertheless, we will continue to keep you updated.  

RELOCATION OF BALLYMENA SATURDAY MARKET 

Just in case you missed the news item last week, the Mid and East Antrim Borough Council have 

agreed plans to move the Saturday Market to the car park beside our Church on the Ballymoney 

Road.   

Mid and East Antrim Borough Council would like to meet with our Circuit Executive to discuss the 

move to minimise any impact on the Church.  We also appreciate the opportunities the Saturday 

Market may provide.  

As plans and conversations take place, we will continue to share the outcomes from these.   

LIVING ROOMS - EASYFUNDRAISING 

Looking to buy garden furniture, toys, televisions, clothes, office equipment, books etc etc?  Using 

the Easyfundraising app you can shop at over 4000 of your usual sites and help raise money from 

the comfort of your own home, at no extra cost to yourself. Just sign up using the link below to start 

shopping and feel free to pass this link on to your family & friends.   

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thelivingrooms/?invite=NWE14C%26referral-

campaign=c2s%26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  

WEAR IT OR WEIGH IT REMINDER 

We are planning to run this event again some time in August. Please remember to bag up any old 

clothes, curtains, etc you may be clearing out to recycle and we will provide details in the next few 

weeks regarding when and where to drop the bags off.  

Please let your friends and family know we are doing this and would welcome any donations they 

can provide. All money raised will be donated to The Living Rooms. 

We will be very grateful for all donated items. Thank you in anticipation. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thelivingrooms/?invite=NWE14C%26referral-campaign=c2s%26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thelivingrooms/?invite=NWE14C%26referral-campaign=c2s%26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt


CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Rev Dave Sweeney (Minister)     Wendy Savage (Circuit Steward)  

t. 028 2565 6693       m. 07889 541277  

e. dave.sweeney@irishmethodist.org   e. wendyksavage@gmail.com 

Ronnie Rowe (Society Steward)     Aaron Foster (Media & Communications team)  

m. 07752 461385       m. 07815 193263  

e. ronnie.rowe@btinternet.com     e. aaronfoster747@btinternet.com 

Esther Cahoon (Pastoral Care team)    Victor Wilson (Treasurer)  

m. 07526 609227       m. 07952 168008  

e. esther.cahoon@gmail.com     e. victor.wilson@irishmethodist.org  

WORDSEARCH 

The wordsearch is based on the words Jeremiah 29 v 11-13. 
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