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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

We need to be honest with ourselves, we have heard the word of God,  

but how deeply rooted is it in us?  

Are we the seed that fell on the rock, who fall away when we are tested?  

Are we the seed that fell into the thorns that are choked by the cares and/or riches  

and pleasures of life so that we do not flourish?  

Or are we the seed in the good soil that bears fruit with patient endurance?  

VERSE FOR TODAY 

“But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.” 

Matthew 13 v 16 

A PRAYER FOR TODAY 

Heavenly Father, 

we hear Your word each day, 

help us to continue to follow you, 

and to embed it into our daily lives, 

so that we can continue to grow in faith and love, 

with patient endurance at this time of crisis. 

 

Amen. 



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MINISTER 

A week is a long time in politics - so they say! As I write this note, we have been here for a week. 

When you're moving house, it's amazing what can happen in a week. Last Tuesday we moved out of 

our home in Belfast and arrived later that day in Ballymena. The following day our belongings were 

delivered - and it was chaotic. However, a week later, and the boxes are mostly emptied; homes 

have been found for most things; what is a beautiful house is gradually becoming a home for our 

family. We are so grateful for the welcome you have given us. To those who've provided meals, 

brought flowers and gifts, sent cards, and shared your wisdom - Carol, the boys & I say thank you - 

you have made us feel truly welcome. Owing to the current Covid-19 situation, we cannot gather 

together to meet one another in person in a large gathering. However, it has been lovely to get out 

and about these last few days to begin to say hello to people. We won't get round you all any time 

soon, but we are steadily working our way through the list.   

It is already apparent that Ballymena Methodist is a congregation which sees church as family and 

who look out for each other - this is hugely encouraging to me. However, if you have a pastoral 

concern, or if there is someone you feel I should call with, please do let me know.   

I look forward with excitement to being your minister, to sharing in the work of God's Kingdom here 

in Ballymena. I pray that, in time, we will be able to gather together again, to resume our weekly 

activities and Sunday worship and to share in fellowship and grow in love with one another.  

Blessings,  

Rev Dave  

 (L-R) Rev Dave, Carol, Ethan, Aaron and Daniel Sweeney 



A CALL TO PRAYER 

Thank you for your continued commitment to pray with us each day for our organisations and those 

who would be involved with them, either as leaders or participants.   

 

 

 

 

 

• We pray for Rev Dave Sweeney, his wife Carol and their sons Ethan, 

Daniel and Aaron who have moved into the manse this week.  As they 

open boxes and make their home their own, may they know the love and 

friendship we each find in our Church family, knowing that they are 

welcomed.   

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

Kidz4Christ 

The GANG 

Girls’ Brigade Friendship Lunch 

Tea Dance 

Faith Food  

Afternoon Bowls  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

NHS & Key Workers Community Choir Contact Centre 

WEEKLY MUSIC REFLECTION 

The hymn book, like the Psalms, can be a great source of 

expressing feelings in so many situations.  When I read some 

of the hymns in Singing the Faith, I am inspired with the use 

of words to express deep emotions which can touch the 

soul.  

One hymn from Hymns & Psalms to which I return frequently 

is No. 42, written by Horatius Bonar – O love of God, how 

strong and true.  In this hymn the author uses many words in 

the first verse to make us think of the wonder of God’s love 

and then goes on to affirm how precious it is in the day or 

night when we are in need of support.   

Verse 3 reminds us how we can read God’s love in nature – the sky, the earth and the sea.  We 

then can read God’s love best in ‘him who came to bear for us the cross of shame’, and are assured 

God’s power is there for us in every situation.  

The last two lines of the hymn mean a lot to me:  

Eternal Love, in Thee we rest,  

For ever safe, for ever blest!  

Maybe this hymn can be a blessing to you at some time in your Christian journey.  

  

Renee Linton  



LIVING ROOMS UPDATE 

As outlined in the Fundraising Booklet, an integral part of the 

Living Rooms Redevelopment includes four self-contained 

apartments to be used by Social Services for vulnerable young 

people coming out of care. It is envisaged that the partnership 

with Social Services will create the income stream to sustain the ongoing maintenance of the new 

Living Rooms premises.  

During this past week we were delighted to receive a note from Julie Patterson (Assistant Director 

Corporate Parenting, Women, Children & Families Division, Northern Health & Social Care Trust). 

Julie writes: ”I am really delighted, but not surprised, that Ballymena Methodist has come up with the 

idea of providing accommodation to care for young people.   You have dreamt big and I, along with 

my staff, am very grateful for this.  For such a long time we have struggled to find suitable 

accommodation in the Ballymena area for young people, who are unable, for various reasons, to live 

with family and who struggle with social isolation and a lack of support.  I have known for some time 

about the potential conversion of the old manse, which has now turned into a new build, and am 

delighted to see that there will also be multi-use rooms on the ground floor.  These will be so useful for 

offering a warm, welcoming, homely place for vulnerable families, young people and adults.  I can 

foresee these rooms being in high demand, for example, support groups, children in care having family 

time with parents and therapy sessions for care experienced young people.  You are really living out 

Matthew 25: 35-40 and I thank you for your investment in the lives of these young people.”  

We would value your prayers for the ongoing conversations with Social Services in relation to the 

potential occupancy of the apartments.  

 

 

GIFT DAY 2020  

I write to you on behalf of the Circuit Executive to convey our 

earnest thanks and gratitude for your generosity in giving to the 

Gift Day 2020 appeal. We have attempted to keep everyone 

updated regarding the total amount of money currently donated 

and also the total amount of money that is being pledged over 

the next period of time.  The total currently stands at £34,850 in 

one off donations and £22,020 in pledges - a total of £56,870.  

Your generosity during this period of lockdown has been most 

humbling and enabled the leaders to continue to progress with 

the mission and outreach of the church, which is represented by 

the Living Rooms Project. Our vision is to continue to enshrine the 

practice of Prayer and Creativity, Justice and Hospitality, Learning 

and Mission, at the heart of our church life and mission.  

If you haven’t been in a position to contribute during the month 

of June, our Church Treasurer, Mr Victor Wilson, will gladly accept 

your gifts anytime after this. 

Thank you. 



THANKS 

Rev David Cooper would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of Faith Food for their 

kind request of ‘The Old Rugged Cross’ in Sounds Sacred on BBC Radio Ulster last Sunday. It was 

very much appreciated. 

WEAR IT OR WEIGH IT REMINDER 

We are planning to run this event again some time in August. Please remember to bag up any old 

clothes, curtains, etc you may be clearing out to recycle and we will provide details in the next few 

weeks regarding when and where to drop the bags off.  

Please let your friends and family know we are doing this and would welcome any donations they 

can provide. All money raised will be donated to The Living Rooms. 

We will be very grateful for all donated items. Thank you in anticipation. 

ROOF SLATES FUNDRAISER 

We are again able to take orders for the old manse roof slates which are being recycled as wall art.  

They have proved very popular and versatile as you get to choose what you want written on them 

e.g. bible verse, hymn lyrics, uplifting quote, house number etc. and can be kept or given as gifts. 

Once you have decided then please contact Paula Wilson directly at paulawilson54@hotmail.com  

or 07522 929388 with the following info –  

• wording required; 

• size - small (approx. 12 x 18cm/4.5 x 7");  

medium (approx. 20 x 25cm/8 x 10"); or  

large (approx. 30 x 30cm/12.5 x 12.5");  

• landscape or portrait; and  

• drilled or undrilled.  

Minimum donations are -  

Small £10, Medium £15, Large £20. 

FAITH FOOD UPDATE 

The Faith Food group sponsor a child through the Adopt-A-Child programme and they would like 

to share the letter they recently received about him: 

Dear Sponsor Friends Ballymena Methodist Midweek Fellowship, 

We are pleased to inform you that your sponsored child, Eduardo Saqueo Gomez Ixparpuac, recently 

accepted Jesus as personal Saviour. Because of your prayers and support for Eduardo Saqueo, we truly 

believe that you have played a significant role in this decision to receive God’s gift of eternal life…  

we rejoice with you that Eduardo Saqueo’s name is now written in God’s book of eternal life. Please 

continue to correspond with Eduardo Saqueo and encourage a closer walk with Christ. 

mailto:paulawilson54@hotmail.com


CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Rev Dave Sweeney (Minister)     Ronnie Rowe (Circuit Steward)  

t. 028 2565 6693       m. 07752 461385  

m. 07368 866618      e. ronnie.rowe@btinternet.com  

e. dave.sweeney@irishmethodist.org    

David Adams (Society Steward)    Aaron Foster (Media & Communications team)  

m. 07855 096536      m. 07815 193263  

e. david.adams10@btinternet.com    e. aaronfoster747@btinternet.com 

Esther Cahoon (Pastoral Care team)    Victor Wilson (Treasurer)  

m. 07526 609227       m. 07952 168008  

e. esther.cahoon@gmail.com     e. victor.wilson@irishmethodist.org  

CONGRATULATIONS! 

A wee bird has informed of us a couple of special 

wedding anniversaries in our church family this month! 

Shaun and Anna Larkin celebrated their Diamond 

Anniversary, having reached 60 years of married bliss on 

Wednesday 8th July; and 

Sammy and Barbara Beattie are celebrating their 

Golden Anniversary, reaching 50 years of marriage on 

Thursday 23rd July. 

We offer them both many congratulations on these 

special milestones. A couple of medals are required, but we’ll let you figure out for who!  

May they both enjoy the celebrations despite the restrictions and we pray that God will continue to 

bless both their marriages. 

 

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour 

others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres. 

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 

stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.   

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part 

disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 

When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.  

For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then 

I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 

1 Corinthians 13 v 4-13 
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